Tips for socializing a Happy Dog
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1. Your dog will benefit greatly from
early, positive interactions with as many
new people as possible.

2. Help your dog acquire healthy social
habits through positive interactions with other
friendly, healthy/vaccinated dogs.

Tip: Dogs can benefit from socialization at any time; however,
it’s best to socialize them during the first 12–16 weeks of
life. He/she benefits the most during this window of time
through positive, controlled interactions with new people.

Tip: Positive interactions
only. It’s not only
about exposure,
but positive, friendly,
happy exposure
to leave a lifetime
impression that
these things are
good things. Be sure
the dogs that your
dog is playing with
are friendly and
well balanced dogs.
Look at it as though
your dog will learn
play skills from the
other dog.

3. If your dog pulls on-leash toward other
dogs, teach him/her early on that it’s more
rewarding to focus on you than to pull
toward others.
Tip: First, give him/her
a treat when he/she pays
attention to you. If you’re
introducing dogs for a
play date, let the dogs’
excitement taper off
and have them get used
to each other’s presence
before letting them
interact. For example,
first take the dogs on a
walk side by side so they
can get acquainted in a
non-threatening way (a side-by-side greeting is preferable
to a nose-to-nose greeting). If your dog is worried or scared
to meet another dog, that’s fine; you can try another day.

4. Your dog will greatly benefit from living
inside the home with his/her family.

Tip: Your dog is a social creature who loves to be with his/
her family. Dogs love to live inside with their people, which
is great for reinforcing social structure and positive interactions with people. Bring your dog inside and enjoy him/her
as part of your family.

5. Young pups can socialize, too, as long as it’s in your
backyard (not front yard) or a friend’s backyard to avoid disease.
Tip: Dog parks and public areas where unknown dogs are have the potential to
expose young pups to disease. Avoid walking on public streets and areas until your
dog has had the 4-month final parvo vaccine. Until then, he/she can socialize in fun
and safe ways, like taking a ride in the car, or sitting on a blanket outside a
coffee shop—with plenty of treats, of course!
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